1912]                        Tcharikow's Intrigues

But courtiers are always everywhere the same, dreary and
uninspiring, I don't like to say too much about the Vatican
but I feel this about Berlin where I am better able to form
an opinion.

The mediation of the Powers for peace between Italy and
Turkey is rendered impotent from the first, but here they
have great doubts about Russia's sincerity and Tcharikow's
recall1 has put everyone on guard. Does Russia which
ever since the reign of Catherine the Great has dreamed only
of the possession of Constantinople find the present moment
propitious for sending her Black Sea Fleet into the Bosphorous
in connivance with Italy who would simultaneously force
the Dardanelles ? This is the first thought which everyone
has here and one sees reflected in the Press. I don't know
whether there is any justification for such an idea.

Berlin, zodi March, 1912.

We are worried about the situation and one hopes the
Emperor has been dissuaded from going to Corfu. It was
pointed out to him that at a time when the Westphalian
mines were striking and occupied by troops it would be a
mistake to go far afield leaving his country in the hands of
God. It was further explained that he would be putting
himself in an awkward position by first of all paying a visit
to your King in Venice and then going on to Corfu from
where he could almost touch the Turkish coast with his
hand. They also told him that the King of England had
given up all his visits to foreign Courts on account of the
strikes. Briefly, he was provided with a host of arguments
of this nature which should give him cause for reflection.
Naturally the Emperor who can't endure being thwarted is
in a filthy temper and I tremble to think of what he will
1 See Note on 'Tripoli," pp. 381-3.